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We’re proud to be that neighbor 
that other neighbors count on.  

onpointcu.com/locations  · Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

within the communities we serve. Drop by one of our 55 branches 

that will help you to achieve your greatest potential.

•  Checking & Savings 
•  Mortgage Loans
•  Business Services

•  Auto Loans

Heritage Month events
Organizations and others are holding events in

celebration of Heritage Month. Some activities include:

“Reorient: Journeys Through Art and Healing”

Through May 14, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American

Experience (719 S King St, Seattle). View “Reorient: Journeys Through Art and Healing,” an exhibit

of non-traditional media by four artists — Victor Kai Wang, Suchitra Mattai, Jean Isamu Nagai,

and Tuan Nguyen — who address stories of immigration where art is a sanctuary, resulting in

regeneration and innovation. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (206) 623-5124 or visit

<www.wingluke.org>.

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon

Through May 28, 2pm & 5pm (Sat), 11am & 2pm (Sun), Newmark Theatre (1111 SW Broadway,

Portland). Watch Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, a musical adapted from a book by author

Grace Lin. Presented by Oregon Children’s Theatre, the production of the Chinese folktale features

an all Asian-American local cast. The show, which has a runtime of 75 minutes, is recommended for

children age six and older. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 228-9571 or visit

<www.octc.org>.

“Subtle Intimacy: Here and There”

Through June 12, 10am-6pm (Wed-Mon), Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW Kingston Ave,

Portland). After two seasonal residencies in Portland, the Japan Institute’s inaugural

artist-in-residence, Rui Sasaki, is showing her site-specific works inspired by the natural beauty of

the Portland Japanese Garden. Entitled “Subtle Intimacy: Here and There,” Sasaki’s new works

have created an immersive experience where transparent impressions of the garden’s foliage are

forever preserved in panes of clear glass. The glass panels feature plants from Portland and Sasaki’s

neighborhood in Kanazawa, Japan. The garden is closed on Tuesdays. For info, or to purchase

tickets, call (503) 223-1321 or visit <www.japanesegarden.com>.

“Hito Steyerl: This is the Future”

Through June 18, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Portland Art Museum (1219 SW Park Ave, Portland).

View “Hito Steyerl: This is the Future,” an exhibit that explores a vibrant, imagined garden through

an immersive environment of video projection, sculpture, and spatial intervention. Filmmaker and

writer Steyerl is one of the foremost artists offering critical reflections on the complexities of the

digital world, global capitalism, and the implications of artificial intelligence (AI) for society. For

info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 226-2811 or visit <www.portlandartmuseum.org>.

Cultural performances at the Portland Japanese Garden

May 3, 5 & 6, 1:15-2:15pm, Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW Kingston Ave, Portland). Attend

afternoon cultural performances held at the Portland Japanese Garden. The performances feature

koto on May 3 and 6, and shinobue flute & piano by Maido Mind on May 5. For info, or to purchase

tickets, call (503) 223-1321 or visit <www.japanesegarden.com>.

Oregon Rises Above Hate

May 6, 10am-3pm, Flanders Festival Street (between NW Third & Fourth Avenues and NW

Flanders & Glisan Streets, Portland). Join Oregon Rises Above Hate for a day of activities. The

event kicks off at 10:00am with community leaders and elected officials addressing attendees. From

11:00am to 4:00pm, booths and tables for organizations are open to the public. Performances begin

at noon and run until 3:00pm. Some of the scheduled artists include Alex Dang, Devigals Filipino

Dance, DJ Anjali, Swiggle Mandela, Paul Susi, Mitch Iimori, Ken Yoshikawa, Portland Taiko, and

others. Food carts will be onsite from 11:00am to 4:00pm. Another highlight of the day is free

admission to Lan Su Chinese Garden (2:00pm to 6:00pm), the Japanese American Museum of

Oregon (11:00am to 6:00pm), and the Portland Chinatown Museum (11:00am to 6:00pm). For info,

visit <www.oregonrisesabovehate.com>.

descriptions:

Awkwafina: Nora Lum,

known as “Awkwafina,” is a

Chinese and Korean Amer-

ican rapper and Golden

Globe-winning actress.

Fitbit: Korean American

entrepreneur James Park

co-founded and is the CEO

of this fitness technology

company.

H.E.R.: Gabriella Wil-

son, known as “H.E.R.,” is a

Filipina and Black Ameri-

can R&B artist whose

music has won a Grammy

and an Academy Award.

Mountain Brothers: The

first Asian American rap

group to sign with a major

label (1996).

Thingyan: This water

festival of Myanmar cele-

brates the new year.

Yuri Kochiyama: Yuri

was a Japanese American

civil rights activist dedi-

cated to social change.

There is so much to be

learned within The ABCs of

Asian American History.

I’ve already read it to my

five-year-old nephew; it’s a

book we’ll return to over

and over again.

Children & adults will learn something new
in The ABCs of Asian American History

Continued from page 12

Thousands attend 2023 New Year in the Park
Continued from page 9

Mien, Hmong, Kachin, Zomi, and Karen

communities and cultures graced the

stage.

Anyone who also wanted to enjoy some

of the amenities at the park — the play

structures, skate park, or just shade from

the trees — could find what they needed.

Organizers also set up three volleyball

courts in the grass for attendees to use.

Attending New Year in the Park was a

great way to welcome the upcoming Asian

Heritage Month. Some people attended for

a couple hours while others were there all

day. Remember to mark your calendar for

late April for the 2024 celebration.

To learn more, visit <www.newyearin

thepark.com>.Continued on page 15
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Zip, click, pull!

You don’t float. Life 
jackets do. The jacket 
has to fit to do its job. 
Learn how to find the 
right jacket for the 
right fit.

oregonmetro.gov/watersafety

Parks and nature 
Arts and events 
Garbage and recycling
Land and transportation
Oregon Zoo

Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration in Seattle

May 6, 11am-5pm, Seattle Center, Armory Food & Event Hall (305 Harrison St, Seattle). Attend

an Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration presented by Seattle Center Festál. The

festival features food, music, vendors, performances, and a cultural display of nations. Seattle

Center Festál is a year-round series of 24 free cultural festivals, produced in partnership with

community organizations. In 2022, Festál celebrated 25 years of stories and traditions. For info, call

(206) 684-7200 or visit <www.seattlecenter.com>.

“Celebrate Our Stories”

May 6-28, 10am-6pm (daily), Lan Su Chinese Garden (239 NW Everett St, Portland). Attend

“Celebrate Our Stories,” special events planned at Lan Su Chinese Garden during Asian Heritage

Month. The festivities begin Saturday, May 6 with free admission between 2:00pm and 6:00pm.

Cultural Immersion Days, which are scheduled for May 7, 13, 20, and 27, allow visitors to explore

cultural history, traditions, and art. Another feature during the month (May 6 to 28) is “Threading

Together,” an exhibit of traditional clothing and attire. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503)

228-8131 or visit <www.lansugarden.org/CelebrateOurStories>.

Kodomo no Hi

May 7, 10:30am-3:30pm, Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW Kingston Ave, Portland).

Celebrate children or being a child at the Portland Japanese Garden’s Children’s Day event,

Kodomo no Hi. The family festival features a host of activities and entertainment including the

raising of the koi nobori (carp banner), taiko drumming (10:45am & 11:45am), a treasure hunt, and

more. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 223-1321 or visit <www.japanesegarden.com>.

“Celebrate 2023 — IRCO Gala”

May 11, 5-9pm, Embassy Suites Hotel, Portland Airport (7900 NE 82nd Ave, Portland). Attend

“Celebrate 2023 — IRCO Gala,” an event highlighting 47 years of the Immigrant and Refugee

Community Organization (IRCO) empowering refugee and immigrant communities in Portland

and beyond. The event features cultural performances, dinner, an online and live auction, and

speeches from community leaders. Contributions raised during the celebration directly benefit

families and clients of IRCO. A free livestream is also available for viewers. For info, call (503)

234-1541. To reserve a space, call (503) 234-1541 or visit <www.irco.org>.

“A Glimpse of China”

May 20, Seattle Center, Armory Food & Event Hall (305 Harrison St, Seattle). Attend “A

Glimpse of China: Chinese Culture & Arts Festival” presented by Seattle Center Festál. The event

illuminates the colorful and ancient palette of Chinese arts with dance, painting, calligraphy,

workshops, and more. For info, including hours, call (206) 684-7200 or visit

<www.seattlecenter.com>.

AANHPI Heritage Month Festival in East Portland

May 20, 2-4pm, East Portland Community Center, Gymnasium (740 SE 106th Ave, Portland).

Attend the AANHPI Heritage Month Festival, an event featuring an afternoon of traditional dance

performances, crafts, and refreshments presented by the Multnomah County Library. The

celebration includes origami crafts, balloon art, and performances by the White Lotus dance group

and the Joyful Dance Team. The festival is the first big event held since the temporary construction

closures of the Midland and Holgate libraries. For info, call (503) 988-5123 or visit

<events.multcolib.org>.

Oregon AAPI Food + Wine Fest

May 20-21, Stoller Family Estate Experience Center (16161 NE McDougall Rd, Dayton, Ore.).

Plans are underway for the first Oregon AAPI Food + Wine Fest. The mission of the event is to uplift

Asian American Pacific Islander food and wine businesses, promote diversity, and educate the

public regarding non-traditional food and wine pairings. Tickets include a souvenir cup, passport to

tastings, ten bites from five chefs, and ten wine tasters from five wineries. For info, visit

<www.oregonaapifoodandwine.com>.

Asian & Pacific Islander Leadership Night

May 31, 6-8:30pm, Legacy Emanuel Hospital, Lorenzen Conference Center (303 N Graham St,

Portland). Attend Asian & Pacific Islander Leadership Night, a networking event with guest

speakers. The theme for the evening is “Health Equity in Today’s Social Climate.” Online

registration is open. For info, call (503) 862-6853 or e-mail <loreleihosmillo@pacco.org>. To

purchase tickets, visit <www.pacco.org>.

Pagdiriwang Philippine Festival

June 3-4, 11am-6pm (Sat), noon-6pm (Sun), Seattle Center, Armory Food & Event Hall and

Mural Amphitheatre (305 Harrison St, Seattle). Attend the Pagdiriwang Philippine Festival, a

celebration of Filipino culture, history, and heritage presented by Seattle Center Festál. The free

event observes Philippine independence from colonial rule and the strength of Filipino identity and

imagination through art exhibits, songs, spoken word, film, and more. For info, call (206) 684-7200,

or visit <www.seattlecenter.com> or <www.festalpagdiriwang.com>.

Heritage Month events
Continued from page 13

“CELEBRATE OUR STORIES.” During Asian Heritage Month, Lan Su Chinese Garden in Portland is

holding several “Celebrate Our Stories” events. Offerings include free admission on Saturday, May 6 between

2:00pm and 6:00pm; Cultural Immersion Days on May 7, 13, 20, and 27 to explore cultural history, traditions,

and art; and an exhibit of traditional clothing and attire called “Threading Together.” (Photo courtesy of Lan Su

Chinese Garden)

For timely information about upcoming events, visit

<www.facebook.com/TheAsianReporter>.
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Please note: Policies vary for venues. Please read online guidelines

for each event and proceed accordingly. Some activities feature

timed ticketing with advance online purchase required.

Come From Away
May 2-7, 7:30pm (Tue-Sat), 2pm (Sat), 1pm & 6:30pm (Sun), Keller Auditorium (222 SW Clay St,

Portland). Watch Come From Away, a performance held as part of the Broadway in Portland series.

The musical is based on the true story of when the isolated community of Gander, Newfoundland,

played host to the world. What started as an average day in a small town turned into an

international sleepover when 38 planes, carrying thousands of people from across the globe, were

diverted to Gander’s air strip on September 11, 2001. Undaunted by culture clashes and language

barriers, the people of Gander cheered the stranded travellers with music, an open bar, and the

recognition that we’re all part of a global family. For info, or to buy tickets, call (503) 248-4335, or

visit <www.portland5.com> or <www.broadwayinportland.com>. To learn more, visit

<www.comefromaway.com>.

Portland Timbers
May 6, 13 & 20, 7:30pm, Providence Park (SW 18th Ave & SW Morrison St, Portland). Watch the

Portland Timbers take on Austin FC (May 6), the Vancouver Whitecaps (May 13), and Minnesota

United FC (May 20) in Major League Soccer action. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503)

553-5555 or visit <www.portlandtimbers.com>.

Sunday Parkways: East Portland
May 7, 11am-4pm, Gateway Discovery Park, Ventura Park, and Lincoln Park. Walk, bike,

rollerblade, skateboard, and more around east Portland without motor traffic during a Sunday

Parkways event. Entertainment, live music, bike education and repair, activities for both adults

and children, and more take place in the parks and along the 3.3-mile, two-way route, which has no

start or finish. For info, call (503) 823-7599 or visit <www.portlandsundayparkways.org>. To

receive event updates, text “East” to 1-888-520-0526.

Portland Timbers 2
May 7, 5pm, Providence Park (SW 18th Ave & SW Morrison St, Portland). Watch Portland

Timbers 2 (T2), the Timbers’ MLS NEXT Pro affiliate, take on Austin 2. Attendance to T2 games is

free. Tickets (required) are available through SeatGeek. For info, or to reserve tickets, call (503)

553-5555 or visit <www.portlandtimbers.com>.

OAME luncheon and tradeshow
May 11, Oregon Convention Center (777 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Portland). Attend the

35th Luncheon & Tradeshow of the Oregon Association of Minority Entrepreneurs (OAME). The

event is designed to help businesses increase networking with minority-owned companies,

government agencies, and others while sampling their diverse products and services. The

tradeshow is closed during the luncheon. For info, or to register, call (503) 249-7744 or visit

<www.oame.org>.

Portland Thorns FC
May 21 & 31, Providence Park (SW 18th Ave & SW Morrison St, Portland). Watch Portland

Thorns FC take on the Chicago Red Stars (May 21, 2:00pm) and Angel City FC (May 31, 7:30pm) in

the National Women’s Soccer League. The Thorns FC squad features Hina Sugita, Christine

Sinclair, Rocky Rodríguez, and others. The Red Stars squad features Yuki Nagasato, Casey

Krueger, and others. Angel City’s squad features Alyssa Paola Thompson, Jun Endo, Lily Nabet,

and others. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 553-5555 or visit <www.portlandthorns.com>.

Events calendar

In new book, Murakami explores walled city and shadows
By Mari Yamaguchi

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Haruki Murakami wrote

a story of a walled city when he was

fresh off his debut. More than four

decades later, as a seasoned and acclaimed

novelist, he gave it a new life as The City

and Its Uncertain Walls.

It was three years ago when he felt the

time had come to revisit the story that he

thought was imperfect but had important

elements, such as the wall and the shadow,

and tackle them again based on what he

was feeling on his skin.

“Because of the coronavirus ... I hardly

went out and stayed home most of the

time, and I tended to look at my inner self.

Then I thought, perhaps it’s time to write

that story,” Murakami said. And he did,

“as if recovering it from the back of a

drawer.”

He started writing it in January 2020

and finished in December 2022, years that

overlapped with multiple earth-shattering

events. “When I write a novel, I just know

it’s time,” he said.

There were also Russia’s war on

Ukraine, shaken globalism, and the

Pandora’s box of social media, Murakami

noted.

“In an age when society is going through

rattling changes, whether to stay holed up

inside the wall or to go to the other side of

the wall has become a greater proposition

than ever,” Murakami said in an interview

ahead of the book release in Tokyo with

selected journalists including The

Associated Press.

The City and Its Uncertain Walls has

been released in print and in digital

formats by Shinchosha Publishing Co. The

availability of an English translation is not

yet known. It’s his first novel since the

2017 bestseller, Killing Commendatore.

Murakami wasn’t in Japan when the

book was released. He has been holding

seminars about female protagonists in his

stories at Wellesley College, the women’s

school in Massachusetts once attended by

former U.S. presidential candidate Hillary

Clinton and late Secretary of State

Madeleine Albright.

Initially, Murakami’s intention was to

rewrite the 1980 story “The City, and Its

Uncertain Walls” to improve it. But the

story didn’t end there, and Murakami kept

writing. The version published in the Bun-

gakukai literary magazine was rewritten,

then became the first chapter of what

turned into a three-part, 672-page novel.

In Part 2, the protagonist gets a job as

head of a library in a small town in

Fukushima, where he meets his

mysterious predecessor and a teenage boy

as the story leads up to the final section.

Dozens of enthusiasts of Murakami

novels celebrated the release of his new

book outside a landmark bookstore in

downtown Tokyo at a midnight countdown

event, and many who didn’t make it

showed up for a special early morning sale

the next day.

“I’m so excited,” said Kaori Otoh, a

longtime fan of Murakami’s work, as she

gently held her new purchase. “I have to

fight my temptation of reading the book at

work.” Kotaro Watanabe, 32, said he

planned to read all night at a café with his

friends. He has read the two previous

stories of the walled city and said: “I really

look forward to finding out how this story

ends differently.”

Going to the other side of the wall

requires determination, belief, and

physical strength, Murakami says. “You

have to squeeze out all your might, or you

can’t go to the other side of the world.”

His stories are “by no means

pessimistic,” he says. “Despite many

bizarre things and a dark side, my stories

are fundamentally positive,” he said. “I

think stories must be positive.”

In some of his earlier stories,

protagonists travel between two worlds,

through a wall, a well, or a cave.

“I think that sliding through a wall, a

process that involves going to the other

side of the world and coming back from

there, is an extremely important step,”

Murakami said.

There are many kinds of walls —

between conscious and unconscious, real

and unreal, and the physical walls that

separate societies, like what used to stand

in Berlin and the barriers between Israel

and the Palestinian territories, he said.

He kept thinking about the meaning of

the wall in this story while writing it,

Murakami said. Walls can carry different

meanings and purpose, depending on who

are inside, he said.

Equally important to Murakami and his

stories is the shadow. He says the shadow

is a form of his subconscious, or an alter

ego, which resembles his negative side and

helps him to know himself.

“Writing a novel, for me, is to dig down to

that depth,” he said. The distinction

between the main body and the shadow

becomes blurry in the book, which

broadened its scope of the story. He said it

was a difficult process and he had to

rewrite many times.

“I’m now in my mid-70s, and I don’t

know how many more novels I can write.

So I strongly felt that I must write this

story with affection, and spend ample time

to do so,” he said.

Murakami, who debuted with a 1979

story “Hear the Wind Sing,” says the

original version of his new novel contained

the key elements of the wall and the

shadow but it also had potential that was

too complex for a second-year novelist to

handle.

It then evolved as part of Hard-Boiled

Wonderland and the End of the World, a

1985 bestseller of two intertwined stories

of pop and action-filled science fiction and

an imaginary world of a secluded walled

city of the dead.

Looking back, Murakami said even that

attempt was premature. He shelved a

rewriting attempt for another 35 years,

though the story stayed on his mind, “like a

tiny fishbone stuck in the throat,” he said.

Murakami said he started feeling

confident about his storytelling ability in

midcareer, around 2000, just before he

wrote Kafka on the Shore, the bestselling

novel released in 2002. “From there I have

come thus far, I thought perhaps now I can

finally rewrite the incomplete work of The

City and Its Uncertain Walls.”

Twice as old now at age 74, Murakami

says he is more intrigued by the

tranquility as in the End of the World part

of the 1985 novel than the pop and action

depicted in the Hard-Boiled Wonderland

side of that novel.

“You can’t help it, and I think it’s only

natural,” he says, but he never tires of

balancing writing novels, translating his

favorite western literature, and in recent

years hosting his own radio show. “I really

enjoy writing. It’s fun to write, and

rewriting is more fun.”

The driving force for his multiformat

operation, he says, is running. It’s his daily

morning routine and he has run 40

marathons. “Translation, running, and

collecting used records,” he said, citing his

hobbies. “I don’t have time for a night life,

which might have been a good thing.”

CITY & SHADOWS. People pick up Japanese

writer Haruki Murakami’s new novel, The City and Its

Uncertain Walls, on the first day it was available for

sale, at Kinokuniya bookstore in the Shinjuku district of

Tokyo on April 13, 2023. Murakami wrote a story of a

walled city when he was fresh off his debut. More than

four decades later, as a seasoned and acclaimed nov-

elist, he gave it a new life as The City and Its Uncertain

Walls. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

Additional event listings are included in our

Asian Heritage Month special section.




